HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

Dr. Nancy Ostiguy Addresses Fall Festival Dinner

Dr. Nancy Ostiguy of the
Department of Environ-
mental Toxicology at Penn
State University was the
featured speaker at the fall
festival dinner at The Pines
in North Smithfield. The
evening also featured the
annual Honey Judging con-
test coordinated by our
honey judge Jason Kerr and
a silent auction coordinated
by Celeste Nadworny.

Dr. Ostiguy has been work-
ing for years on “How to
keep honey bees alive with-
out Chemicals,” the title of
her lecture. She began with
the statement that every ex-
perienced beekeeper already
knows, that “what we are
doing is not working.” With
the widespread use of Apis-
tan, it is now clear that the
bees are not doing well with
pesticides. The enzyme sys-

tem of the honey is rudi-
mentary and not suited to
breaking down complex
chemicals. Recent studies
have found 120-130 differ-
ent chemicals in bee pollen
and wax, 98% of which
contain the main chemical
in Apistan. Samples from
large commercial opera-
tions reveal more chemical
content in the brood cham-
bers than in the honey—
good for humans, bad for
bees.

Sustainable Beekeeping
and Varroa Management:
The regional differences in
the US make for different
stresses and problems with
beekeeping. Tracheal mites
are less of a problem in the
northeast, while central
Pennsylvania contends
with bear, skunk and rac-
coon. Drought is a com-

Dr. Nancy Ostiguy of Penn
State University

mon stressor in a 1l regions as
is moving bees for pollina-
tion. The use of terramycin
for American Foulbrood is no
longer routine as it lost its
effectiveness due to overuse.
Likewise the genetic diversity
of the American honey bee is
in trouble, primarily the result
of the decline of the honey
bee population due to varroa
and a ban on importing bees
(cont’d on p. 4) since the

Betty Mencucci RI’s Pioneering Woman Beekeeper

Betty is RIBA Bee School
Director,

by Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban

I sat down with
Betty Mencucci one after-
noon after a RIBA monthly
meeting and followed up in
a long phone interview to
learn more about Rhode
Island’s pioneering woman
beekeeper. The daughter of
Frank and Mabel Hopkins,
Betty’s father kept 10 hives
in the towns of Harrisville,
Burrillville, and Glendale
in northern Rhode Island.

She had little interest in bee-
keeping when her father
died unexpectedly on
Thanksgiving day in 1987
leaving no one in the family
knowledgeable about bees.
It was either learn beekeep-
ing or discard her father’s
legacy, so Betty stepped in.
She took a RIBA course
taught by Charlie McKeller
in 1988 and got started in
(cont’d on p. 2)

Volume 2, 4th Quarter

Winter 2010

Inside this issve:

Fall speaker, Men-
cicci, Honey judging

Photos; Bee schools

Honey report, recipes

Op Ed; local pkg &
nucs for sale

The Bee Tree &

President’s Message

New: Ask an Expert 9, 11

1,2
3,4

5,6

4,7

9,11

295-0888

e @cox.net

® Jason Kerr, Webmaster,

Officers & Committees

e Mét Rbarmpesident
401-450-497ar&tefarm.conj

®  Louis Chasse IlI, vice president, 401-

Tony DiGiulio, treasurer, (401) 282-
9443, beeOdyssey@aol.com

®  (arolyn Fluehr-Lobban, secretary,
401-467-2857, cfluehr@ric.edu

®  Betty Mencucci, Bee School Director,
Glendale, (401)123-2222, bmen-

® [d Lafferty, Board member at large;

EAS Rep. (401) 261-9641,
fruithillpiares@verizon.net

® (eleste Nadworny, librarian, (401)
481-3751 fruithillpiaies@verizon.net

Newsletter,

jkerr@serendiporama.com

® Jim Lawson, Bee Inspector, (401)-222-




Page 2 RI Beekeepers’ Association Newsletter Winter 2010



Volume 2, 4th Qtear Winter Issue Page 3



Page 4 RI Beekeepers’ Association Newsletter Winter 2010



\Volume 2, 4th Qtear Winter Issue Pagé



Page 6 RI Beekeepers’ Association Newsletter Winter 2010



\Volume 2, 4th Qtear Winter Issue Pagé



Page 8 RI Beekeepers’ Association Newsletter Winter 2010



Volume 2, 4th Quear Winter Issue Page



Page 10 RI Beekeepers’ Association Newsletter Winter 2010



\olume 2, 4th Qtear Winter Issue Paggl



POB0169
Wyoming, RI 02898

Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban
cfluehr@ric.edu



