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President’s Report 
 
Thanks to all who attended the May meeting! I hope you all 
enjoyed our guest speaker from Whole Foods.  I would like 
to extend a special thanks to Bonnie Frechette, their 
marketing team leader and especially to member Mathias 
Kohring, who brought Bonnie to my attention as a guest 
and speaker.  Are you hearing about swarms?  Better still 
are you going out to get them?  Spring build-up seems to be 
slow this year.  My guess is that late May and June will 
really see some swarm activity as spring buildup and the 
honey flow will all max out at the same time.  Take a look 
at the website when you get a chance.  Mike has created a 
new section called, “Swarm Central.”  This new feature not 
only lists members by town who are willing to capture 
swarms, but it also provides general public information 
about swarms.  I’ve put a letter into the mail to police 
departments throughout the state to let their dispatchers 
know about the list and Jim Lawson has also notified the 
dispatchers at DEM.  Write to Mike if you would like to be 
added to the list of swarm catchers. 
 
I hope to see you in June at Smith’s Nursery.  We chose 
this location because it is an example of an out-yard.  The 
colonies are owned and tended by Ed Lafferty and our 
nursery hosts are keen on natural practices in gardening and 
are enthusiastic supporters of beekeepers.  In keeping with 
tradition, we’ll hold a regular meeting under the tent and 
our guest speaker, Jim Lawson from the DEM, will do a 
presentation on Integrated Pest Management.  We will then 
go out to the hives to do an inspection where in addition to 
the inspection, Jim will pull out test strips to demonstrate 
how to count mites.  Be sure to wear sneakers or some 
other rugged footwear as the ground around the hives is a 
little rough in nature. 
 
Just a reminder, the beginning of each meeting will 
 

Next Meeting 
Sunday June 8th 

Smith’s Nursery 
225 Douglas Pike 

Smithfield RI  02917 
(401) 345-3452 

Bring Dessert, Veil, & Chairs 
Directions on back 

 
start with the question, “How are your 
bees?”  Please be sure to ask questions, 
point out peculiarities, and bring frames, 
pictures and other examples of items for 
which you would like input. This portion 
of the program, for beginners and the 
experienced, is an ideal time to learn about 
beekeeping from the collective wisdom of 
our Association’s members. 
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